
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-033

NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0037427

REISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SANITARY DISTRICT NO.5 OF MARIN COUNTY
PARADISE COVE TREATMENT PLANT
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (the Board),
finds that:

1. Sanitary District No.5 of Marin County applied for waste discharge requirements and
a permit to discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) by application dated March 5, 1987. Waste Discharge Requirements were
issued on May 20,1987.

2. Sanitary sewers collect sewage from the 18 homes in the area and transport it to the
treatment plant, located off of Paradise Drive, about two miles North of the town of
Tiburon, in Marin County (see attachment B). The average flow rate in 1991 was 2000
GPD. The plant's rated capacity is 25,000 GPD, but the discharger has determined that
the effective capacity is 11,000 GPD. The plant discharges secondary effluent through
a 4 -inch diameter outfall which extends about 500 feet from shore.

3. The Paradise Cove Treatment Plant uses an extended aeration process. The treatment
units consist of two wetwells, a comminuter, aeration basin and clarifier. The effluent is
chlorinated (sodium hypochlorite is used) and dechlorinated. The system has
redundancy in terms of blowers and pumps, but there is no redundancy of treatment
units (ie aeration tank and clarifier). For this reason repairs and preventative
maintenance on these units is difficult. The system does not have back-up power.

4. Another small wastewater treatment plant, run by the Seafirth Estates Company, is
located about 1/2 mile northwest of the subdivision and serves a smaIl number of
residences at Seafirth Estates. Most other homes in the vicinity have individual septic
systems. There have been proposals to sewer the entire eastern Tiburon peninsula at
the time when several large undeveloped parcels are developed. The District's Paradise
Cove plant would be expanded at that time if the Board approved an increase in
discharge capacity. Recently, property owners in the area have again become interested
in the possibility of developing their lots and sewering the area. However, there is no
proposal from the discharger at this time for the increase in capacity that such an
expansion would require.






























